





Meet Our New Stalff!

Gary Brown is a new 3 Grade
teacher. He will soon receive his
MA from Touro College. Mr.

Update: New Programs

We're kicking off the year with some new
programming and by expanding successful
programs from last year:

Spanish. We will start Spanish instruction for
Kindergarten, ¥ and 29 Grades this fall. Later
in the year we’lladd the upper grades.

Chess. We have enlarged our chess program s¢
that all students in"2— 5" Grades get forty-five
minutes of coaching each week from Mr. Chris
Welcome, chess teachextraordinaire

Korean. Last year's Korean classes were so
successful in Kindergarten that we will offer the
language in that grade ant Grade, too.

Art. Ms. Alice Mizrachi has joined our staff as
consultant and'5Grade art teacher. She was
recently featured in Baily Newsarticle for an
outdoor mural she produced at the Williamsburg
Music Center with children in Brooklyn.

NEH Art Grant. Walk the halls of our school
and you'll see large-sed reproductions of
classic American art, including paintings by
Romare Bearden, Mary Cassatt, and Grant
Wood; and photography by Walker Evans and
Dorothea Lange. We reiged this beautiful
artwork thanks to a gnt from the National
Endowment for the Humanities.

Reader’'s Workshop. Last year many of our
students were turned oo writing after teachers
launched Writer's Workshop. This year we will
start Reader’'s Workshop with help from our in-
house staff development team and Prof.
Marshall George from Fordham University.

Library. So our students become even more
hooked on books, we recently spent $20,000 or
2000 new books for classrooms and the library,
with a special focus on math and science.

Responsive Classroom. For many years now
our staff have received training in Responsive
Classroom, a practical amach to creating safe,
challenging and joyful classrooms. This year
our teachers will receive additional coaching
from Mr. Andy Dousis, a senior consultant from
the Northeast Foundation for Children.

Brown’s no stranger to this part of
the Bronx, as he grew up near
Baychester Ave. Favorite quotes:
Work smarter, not hardednd
Teamwork makes the dream work!

Earl Bryce-LeeChinis an
Instructional Assistant in Ms.
Trudel's 3¢ Grade class. He was
born and raised in the Bronx and is
earning his BA in Multi Media
Marketing at Baruch. His hobbies

~ include listening to music and

visiting art museums and galleries.

Veronica Burgosis our first
Spanish teacher. Born in the
Bronx, she has taught for 14 years
and next spring will receive her
MS from Mercy College. She has
a beautiful 12 year old son whom
she travels the world with. Paris,
London, Aruba, Costa Rica...Nice!

Liselle Sakhrani, our new
Supervisor of Instruction, is
particularly drawn to our school’s

(@ friendly ambience. “Other charter

schools claim to have a family
atmosphere, but it truly exists
here.” She looks forward to
supporting the teachers’ and
students’ needs for high standards
of excellence.

Rosamond Tingle who teaches®1
Grade, moved to the Bronx from
Jamaica 23 years ago. Ms. Tingle
graduated from Lehman College
with an MS in Early Childhood
Education. She enjoys the school’s
family atmosphere and is delighted
to see the children displaying
warmth towards adults and each
other.



Bronx Better Learning
Alumni Update

by Toni Wilson, 2008 Graduate

I’'m loving The Town Middle School and I’'m now
in 7" grade. To me, middle school is not hard, but
of course it’s not easy either. It’s a place where you
must face new challenges. Everyday I have a
morning commute from my home to my school, but
it’s ok because I have friends who go on the
commute with me. Even if you attend a new school
without a friend from your old one, you still do the
same thing traveling there in the morning and
coming home in the afternoon.

I’ve adjusted pretty well and am now Eerfectly fine
at my new school. I would tell new 5" Graders that
it’s important to make sure you grow as a person.
That will help you stand on your own. Don’t be
scared to go to middle school, even if you’ve heard
bad things about some places, because you’ll never
know what you’re capable of until you try.

All art in this issue is by Kellen M, 3 Grade.
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Visit our Website! www.bronxbetterlearning.org
Phone: 718-655-6660 Fax: 718-655-5555

To make a donation: Visit our Website or call Ms. Sam Valerio at the school. Your donations help pay for field
trips, museum Vvisits, an expanded arts program, and better computers. All contributions are tax-deductible.



